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minen el in extent of ns 
| miraculous! Operations: The Apoſtles reſem- 
bling the twelve Princes of the Tribes of their - x. : 
Fathers, Heads of Thouſands in Iſrael; the 
Diſciples repreſenting the *Seventy Elders bear- eNumb.r1. 
ing tie burthen of the People: that thus in efta- 9 
bliſhing the perpetuall Government of the Houſe 
of Iſrael, theſame form of Polity might be con- 
tinued, the ſame Subordination of Rulers, cor- 
reſponding no leſs in en e of "power than 
in exactneſs of number. 
The Supereminency of the Twelve above the 
Diſciples was ſo determin d, that when Judas 

by tranſgreſſion fell from his dignity, the Holy 
Ghoſt gave direction to ſupply the vacancy, by 

an Election out of the Ses ; fulfilling that 
prophetical imprecation, iet A rhe his e g. 
bboprick,” Not but this eminence of the Apo—- 
ſtles . the Diſciples Was manifeſted in the 
delegation of it, wherein Chriſt by à ſolemn Act 

placed them upon an equality with himſelf. For 
when He that primary Apoſtle was ſent by the 8 
Father; as the «Spire? of the” Lord was" 
him to doit Nun r each rhe Goſpel: ſo h 
the Twelve Apoſtles were ſent by him che thus 
conſecrated them, 'as7he 4 Father ſent me, oven 
ſo Jend I yours” and when he had faid this; 
und on them, und yang, # ien e thei Holy 
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of Chriſt, in the choice of the Number and Or. 
dination of the Apoſtles, leſt we ſhould dero- 


Offices. The Collecting and Sar 


the other Comforter, who upon our Saviour; 


Foundation? the Holy Ghoſt built thereupon. 


to preach the Goſpel. Did Chriſt ſend the Twelve 
N _ was . ſign eas oC s 


ce 8 7 2 Father — to s you out 
of the world, and to ordain you to the Miniſtry 
of Salvation: ſo ſend I you to ſeparate others 
by a ſucceſſive Ordination. 


in building of the Church we adore the ſubordi. 


- Eo 1 


thod of the Divine Mi 


Not that we inſiſt on theſe 1 Ad 


gate from their more ſolemn Inauguration to 
that high Dignity ,- when they were anointed 
with the Holy Ghoſt and: with Fire: and whilſt 


nate concurrence in the Perſons of the Godhead, 
we muſt avoid confufion in the Acts of their 
ttifying of the 
Church is the eminent and appropriate Act of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the eternal Spirit of Truth, 


Aſcenſion to his Throne, in the myſterious me- 
ion came down, not for 
a tranſitory ſpace, but to gather and to preſide 
over his Evangelical Church, to order and to 
eſtabliſh it — ever. Did Chriſt then lay the 


Did Chriſt call the Twelve to be \Miniſters of 
Salvation? the Holy Ghoſt was to. angint them 


to be his I ak to the world? the Holy 


Not that in the publick conſignation of 1 


inſtructions; ſo he ſhould hereafter! rale * 2er. 16. 


. 12 N 7 


wers to the Apoſtles the Holy Ghoſt did ast __— 
or ſpeak wholly of himſelf: [but as he ſhould = „ 
ww = to their remembrance all Chrift's former 2 


po 


13. 14 


Chriſt's and eus it unto them. And as our S4. 
viour was originally coneurring in the grant, ſo | 
was he perpetually coaſſiſting inthe Execution. 
For when he iſſued out the Commiſrion to tue 
Apoſtles to go and diſtiple all nations he entail 
this promiſe, he hala am with you ot eo IN __— 
unto the Eu of the world.” F- -- 
Surely the conformity of theſe ſucceſſiveatts * . 
of our Sivinor in founding Epiſcopacy'do far | 
erceed the languid teſtimonies of his bare appr. 
bation and cduntenance, or the oblique and 1 
dental i n ; of M er wreſted in its fa . 


vour. 28 "36 {34 36 4 wi. F OG 4514 
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But if Semen cannot 


lracting ſpirits to grant it a divine inſtitu tion. 
ordain d by Chriſt Himſelf, yet, what amounts 
to the ſame, they muſt be conſtrain d to Field ie | 


an Apoſtolical ordinance inſtituted by the com- 
miffion d Apoſtles. If then it ſhall appear that 
theſe great legates of the Son of God did conſti. 


tute and orda in this uniform order of Epiſcopal ! 
torernmentinall Churches ofthe Sainte; "twill „ 


B "than. 
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as ſpake; ar then were moved E th Holy Chef 
St. Paul, the great Apoſtle; of the Gentiles 
55 tho in his own opinion counted a poſthumous Ml 
and ſupernumerary Apoſtle; yet equal to the, 
elta in the warmnt of his vocation, and ſupe- fl 

ſtiour to them in: the execution, this glorious 
£7 poſtle, who as he labour'd, te wrote more abun. 0 
dantly ibm ahn ail in the Churches which he 
planted. and. in the writing which he left, did 9 
ſet up chis actual and ſettled government, and f 
gave laws for its perpetual adminiſtration. 4 
Jo Timothy was committed the oyerſight of j 
the Church of Epbeſus, the Metropolitan over 
Ns Alan Churches: to Ju the populous Wl; 
Iſland of Cete. In his Epiſtles to theſe primary . 
1 What diſtinguiſhing marks do we find I. 
of the ſpecial powers of Ordination and Juri 90 
dictien Veſted in their high and holy Function; . 
' Whichyet the Apoſtlè ſeems to on, only 
te remind them of their charge, not to eſta 
bliſh the grant of it p to preſ them to the exer- 
ciſer nat to confirm N r- f their Jari 

1 E Is zi rf: 1 afiogs © 

. ile confder. thts power: of Ordinatian 
1 in 7 melee by that expreſs command of 
e had not che. Slog of * benen bo 
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1 tie Churer g) err Yo'viodenare vrt) the 15 80 
5, There were multitudes of 1 

s in the populous Church of Epheſus. If then any 

de one or if all together had an equal poꝰer to ct 

& dain without him the reſtriction of this change hh 25 
8 to Timothy had been ſuperfluous: if e bim; p 
f. wh were _ not joyn d in the Commiſſion? 

te 1 hp duld; Presbyters be inſtructed inthe 

„ abet e power; Which was . 22 


ſuperiour to their own.?-:for-\Hithout.. 
dition as the. Teſs'is #efed, ſo is he conſecrated. 
f the greater. And as St. Paul commands 7 
not hy alone by a general injunction to lay hands 
ſuddainly- on nõ man; fin the character of a 
Biſhop" he gives a more particular and ample * * 
deſcription, leſt Nimothy might: off by an W 
tonſecration) Nen nales n 
Again, in the ordina tiowehl Deacon hd of in- 


„our conſequence, Trat alone is charged A 
s prove theif converſation and abilities by an 
1 antecedent examination; and if found qualify d * 


according to the canonical directions of the A. 2 5 
poltle, to admit them to uſe the office of ia Pes. F2 
on. 1 Dams, T6 1015: Bio rt. 
240. The juriſdictive power veſted in In 

1 chem cher beg hee 1 of th | 


1 teachers, 
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86 . Sermon Pront 4 L 


teachers, t all parta of ernm 
over all the members of the Sean — 
I. As to Presbyters, Timothy muſt churge ge 
rim. 2 them that in preaching they preſume to ea 
no os bor re than what was preſcribd, not 
intermedling no nor even attending to uſclels 
_ Bibles d | perple plexd genealogies. 

Again, if any Presbyter were eminent in the 
4 giſtharge of his function, Timothy muſt diſtin 
nol uiſn him in reſpect and maintenance; # 4 
Ter rule well; labouring in word and aofrine, 
7 tet him be counted worthy of double honour, 
But if an Elder be impeachd of any criminal 
delinqueney, Timothy muſt receive his accuſa- 
tion, not upon fingle or partial evidence, but 
before two or three legal roomy And if con- 

victed of miſdemeanour, Timothy muſt by pu- 

* blick cenſure rebulę him before all, that others 
Alo ma fear. And that in rewarding of faith- 
ful Presbyters and in correcting of delinquents 
Timothy ' charg'd before God and the Elect At: 

u. gels, "Fo obſerve" theſe things, without preferrin 

95 N Before another, dbing nothing 
„ e 03 eth litttbe 0: 
If Tmothy's Juriſdiction over the venerable 
. of — 1 thus n 
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| — his conſecrated wen, 
much rather over the mix d and andiſtinigniſh'd 
Laity? yea what might be rationally deduced, 
is actually confirm d in his charge to ſuperintend 
the choice and maintenance of Deaconeſſes _ 
Widows; tocontroll 1 the exorbitance, and to — 
vent the encroachment of falſe teachers, to charm es. = 
e prove, to rebuke, to exhort as with all long ſuf. 
* fering ſo with all authority, not ſuffering any 


nM diſodedience to be offer d to the dignity of is 8 
ie, government, eee tothe W of is _ 
It | on 5 3 ö 
am Lhus in this ſhark, enumeration, we find Ti- 
fi- not hy placed over the great Metropolitan Chureh 


tl of Epheſus as in God's ſtead, with: alike preie- 
on. minence of power as King Saul exalted over his 
pu- Brethren: and thoſe venerable reſpects and ſub: 
i jection, which might be abated by his \natural- Tim. 4. 
ith. youth, are ſuſtain d by his deriv d Authority; 
And as the great — doſtle of the Gentiles = 
mitted the overhght 51 the Aſiam Churches = 
_ Timothy, ſo he placed Titus in the Biſhoprick 
of Oete, in the "Cane: heigth of ſuperiority, :in; , 
the ſame latitude of juriſdiction. This was no i 
limitary charge, confin d to a parochial diſtrict * 
8 divifion, but the — of the 
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nown d of old for the multidade of its Ci 
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"yer in every one 55 theſe cities Tins Was 2 

pointed to ordain Elders, in every city tient 
A diſorders. - This was the foundation of his 
reſidence in that Iſland: for for this cauſe (faith 
i «ri St. Paul) left ] thee in Crete, that thou ould/t 

\ordain Elders in every city - and a the 

thing that are wanting er n 
Abus the very entrance of this Epiſtle de. 
Go clares in expreſs terms 77tuss inveſtiture to the 
ec ial power of ordination: and the ſequel at- 
1 


teſts his juriſdiction, whilſt it Sives dire- 
n tions for its execution. If to ſtop the *mouths 
_ 2 of falſe and .mercenary- teachers, if to make 
110. K ornate againſt an Heretick by for- 
mal admonition;; * by final ejection; if 
theſe be acts of juriſdiction, Tituss claim to it 
can no more be diſputed now by ſchiſmaticks, 
than conteſted then by Hereticks! Lea they 
0 dchempſelres ate compel 'd to allow the eminence 
Hof the fiations of thoſe primary: Biſhops, but 
\ deny the perpetuity. They implead their go- 
ernment not to; have been fix diand durable, 
but local and temporary; their ſuperiority in 
the Church to have been of the fameformal and 
arbitrary nature as of a preſidency in aſſemblies; 
\ and their tranſcendent; powers to have been of 
vo farther extent or continuance than of a Con- 
ſul ina State, or W ina * — | 
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"IF 1 


f Churobs: but his co Jr 


Father, Edant Origines, let them produce thelr 


the leaſt mention in all antiquity of any ſuch 
by the providential ſuperint 


which contain a punctual enut 


like officers in ſtate ori ci 


1 for a time the publick EE” 


1miſſion/ expiring, deſcend- 
ing again into the coequal rank of an 


without any perſonal diſcrimination. N 


But in anſwer to this vifionary plan af. dikes 


pline may we not reſume the challenge of tliat 


authentick records of ſuch a ſniſting preſideney, 


plebean and zambulato y-government? 2 Where 4 10 
are their regiſters of theſe ſpiritual offices? 
Where the liſts, and æras of their ſucceſſion? 
dance of the Holy 
5 — of God there remain to this day regiſters · 4 = 
preſery'd in the Church, like the. roll in the ark; 
not maim d by length or viciſſitudes of time, Fane Be 


| cleſe 
annimmt of * 


ſhops, who from the | 
Niczan Council prefided. in the Churches 
er — of Hlexandlria, df N 
living and dying upon therrccharges, no — 4 | x 
tary guides of th Church; nor ſubject id — C 
amañders i ar miese 
And as this argument has no faundatiom in 
hiſtor y,fo neither has that other in reaſon, w . 
I's infer the 3 offices from 
ural-com * f nomes-1Bora-Blt 
00 | ;  rareby, 


« Bfifon 


rar may by the 1 cen u and 
1 ork be ſtyl'd a — Deacon, as 
the are himſelf was an Evangeh/? and Mani. 
er. Granting then the promiſcuous uſe of 
ſhe words Biſbop and Presbyter-in holy writ, 
which yet is the late interpretation of the fourth 
Century, if hence the primitive governours of 
the Church ſometimes aſſum d the names of 
. Presbyters to expreſs their humility; yet they 
N a were oftentimes graced with _ of : _ 
= Thus Scriptare Heings in her "afallible Wit. 
ms} that St. Paul by his own hands did in- 
fooffe theſe two Biſhops: Timothy. and Titus in 
their reſpective — and did ſeat them in 
wh their Epiſcopal thrones : and ſhould) we run up 
thro Eeclefiaſtical hiſtory to the originals of 
the firſt renowynd Churches, they all bring in 
their faithful accounts, glorying in their 1 
ſtolical Fonnders. Marl the inſpired Eva 
liſt was made Biſnop of Alexandria by the 
; Linus of Rome by St. Peter, Porary 
of Smyrna by St. Jahn. This laſt mention d Pre. 
= hte whole: fame: ſtands firſt in Ecclefiaftick Re- 
1 cord, and One ſamus whoſe praiſe is in the Goſpel, 
1 are acknowledgd to he two of thoſe ſeven Bi- 
= ſhops of the ſeven Churches, mention d in the 
3 berge John. | Theſe che Holy Ghoſt 
9 5 vouchſaſes 
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menaces and cenſures, not for the uſurpation-of * 


diate Succeſſors? Had thoſe perſons by a con- 
certed Tyranny made this b bold and haſty ſtep, x 
had they upon the demiſe. of the Ap poltles (like 
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range 
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compellation '% 


Err — with the high . 
, not on account of their di- 


of Angels, 4 


vine miniſtry; but fix'd ſuperiority : whom he 


commends for their perſonal graces; - whom he 2 


their nme N in its adminiſtra- 1 
tion ; RO 


Many * firſt claſs of - Biſhops planted in 


ſeveral regions by the Apoſtles, by courſe of na- 
ture or an early martyrdom, refignd their va- 


cant thrones again into the ſame hands and diſ- 


poſition. But St. John a Patriarch in longevity 
as well as authority, who govern d the Church 


fixty years after Chriſt's erg pern ee, 


ſurviv d an entire ſucceſſion. 


If then not only the firſt Gilling of: the navy 1 
created Sees of the Hierarch y, but ſeveral ſup- f 
plies of their vacancies paſſed under the hands, ö 
under the direction of the Apoſtles themſelves, 4 
with what pervicacious ignorancedoſomeaffirm 'F 
it to have been an innovation of their imme 


the wanton Iſraelites up 


the — of MO. 


A worſhipped an idol of their own invention; „ 
it the: Lord — had not in thoſe: days of | 


1 rr _ 


yet = — Apoſtle St. Jabm, inc with 


the indignation of Mqſes, would doubtleſs have 


/ cauſed it to be broken down, and have grounded 
it topowder. He who cenſured Diorrephes (that 
great Ecclefiaſtick ) for conteſting his tranſcen- 
dent Patriarchal power, he who menaced the 
: eA/ian Churches for the leaſt deviation from 


the Truth, would he have ſuffer d a total defe- 
ction? would he have permitted the Tabernacle 


{of the Chriftian Church to be diffolv'd ? No: 


 iblifh'd"by: 


or a ftake thereof zo be loojed, ror a cord there. 


: of tobe broken. 
Let then our adverſaries ſay of all the Churches, 
as St. Jerom ſaid of the Corinthian, that this ſa 


cred inſtitution 1 in general ſprung from diſorder, 


that a contentious emulation ariſing from a pa- 
rity obliged the to found a ſabordina- 
tion of Governours; yet whilſt they debaſe the 
dignity, they grant the Apoſtolical date of its 
original. Not but tis doubtics' of a more no- 
ble, a more antient extraction. >the foun- 


i dations of the Church in Corinth: or of Corinih 

it felf that antient city, before the foundations of 
the earth were laid, was this ordinance alſo eſta- 
the predeſtinated will of the Spirit of 


God; whoſe eternal purpoſes in his Church, tho 
C ring in time, are not derived from the 


Uiſorders nor a ict — oeturrences E 
: ; 1 1 


1 


1 en — Tran" 7 3 


"oy "either is the unchangeable Spirit of WI 777 
dom taught new counſels by the ſinful paſſions | F 
of men. 77 
If upon the wide extent of the Church 1 ead- 4 
ing like the camp of Ifracl, the Holy:Ghoſt gave 
direction to the Apoſtles more Sun and neceſl>- : 
ry than that of Jethro to Maſas, to chuſe Bi- 
— out of every nation, Ie heads out of very 
, which in their refidentiary governments | - 
Raul divide the burthenof the people; tho ei- : 
ther the Abſence of the Apoſtles, or diſtance of g 
territory, either the overflow ing numbers or 
unrulineſs of mix'd Proſelytes, tho theſe mi £4 
be the adventitious and collateral — of 
conſtituting: particular Biſhopricks, yet they - 
were not the primary and e d grounds 
of the original order. Theſe. promiſcuous irre- 
gularities might haſten their erection, or when 
erected, might produce regulations in them; but 
he alone, who is a God of order, founded. this 
uniform and harmonious frame ol government. 
For in nations as diſtant in cuſtoms as ſitua-. 
tion, yea in the neareſt diſtances of time as well * 
as wideſt intervals of place, we find it rear d up ; 
in a fimilar and compleat eſtabliſhment, an eſta - 
bliſhment' ſo widely ſo ſpeedily ſo regularly ac- 
compliſh d dtabtieis by the Eternal Spirit, work- 
i ä * 9 his ſacred inſtru- 


ments; 
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ments; foraſmuch as only his unrefiſted power 
could give it ſuch diſpatch, and his unerring wif. 


dom ſuch uniformity. _ 


The founding of any Civil Government is the 
work of ages: the wiſdom of its laws is per. 


fected by experience of their defects, and the ſta. 
bility of them by manifold changes: and when 


ens | * 48 2 20 


tis thusgradually wroughtinto an approved an 


conſummate model, its introduction into a na- 
tion is arreſted by the oppoſition of War, and 


an inbred contention of the people for their an- 
tient municipal ways. But the diffuſion of this 


one Government in all nations was not ſubject 


to the lingring determination of battles or of 


treaties, partaking of the bleſſing given to the 


firſt Propagators; whoſe line on a ſuddain went 


out into all the earth, and their words unto the 


exdof theworld.: 0 oo 

And it's Divinity which is thus evidenced by 
it's miraculous promulgation, is no leſs confirm d 
by it's wondrous duration. As God's ſettled or- 


5 dinances in nature, ſo his poſitive decrees in Re- 
ligion are ſtrengthen d by length of days, which 


this leading ordinance has been. try d by multi 


decays the artificial works of men and blots out 
their celebrated opinions. ¶ this thing be 7 
Men it Twill come to nought, ſaid that great ma- 
ſter of Iſrael, of Chriſtianity it ſelf. Since then 


tude 


ſeconding the voice of her glorious husband. 


n Trinity Sunday 1708. 
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tude of years, and by ſucceſſive aſſaults 7 per- 


ſecutions, as it's exemption from natural decay | 
declares it not to be of Men, ſo it's ſurmounting 
their finful oppoſitions manifeſts. its protection 


as well as original to be of God. 


If then ye believe not the record which Seri- 


pture gives to the Divinity of this Order, we 


ought 70 Believe it for the very work's ſake; for 


that teſtifies of it, by its ſupernatural promul- 
gation in all nations, and continuation in all ſuc- 
ceeding ages. 

Thus Holy Writ by the apparent enn 


of Epiſcopacy in the perſons of Timaihy and 


Titus and of the ſeven Angels of the A/rar: 
Churches, confirm d by it's eſtabliſnment and 
perpetuity, are thoſe Divine Teſtimonies, where- 
by God bears witneſs to his holy ordinance, _ 

Let us from this ſtrong foundation of our 
Faith the witneſs of God, deſcend to the + 


ny of men abounding 1 in the writings of the Pri- 


. * - . 
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mitive Fathers, in the antient canons and ſyno- 


dical conſtitutions, - and univerſal practice of the 
Church of Chriſt, which all come in with una- 


nimous and coherent: evidence ratifying the te- 


ſtimony. of Scripture, as the voice of the ſpou 


But if our adverſaries perpetually caſt in "i 
appeals to the antients, fill r retreat ta that ſce- 
12,1 Ptical 
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ptical r is it written 2 Tequiring 


ereof a more particular and expreſs compre. | 


henfion in holy writ; we ſhall only premiſe, 


that this demand declares their partial and in. 


conſiſtent prejudice againſt this ordinance, fince 
g they ſubmit to others as of neceſſary obligation 
T_ upon inferiour, at leaſt but equal, evidences of 
= Scripture. -.. 
„ And as this demand 18 inconfiſtent with their 
practice, ſo is it irrational in its nature. 
The Apoſtolical doctrines, which are the object 


being unalterable in all times and univerſal in 
all nations. But matters of fact are tranſmitted 
down in a genuine and authentick method no 
les in yulgar hiſtory than in ſacred record; fince 
even in this, their truth is aſcertain d, not by 
the eyidence of faith, but apprehenfions of fence. 
And as we belieye the narration of Chriſt's mi- 


of the Evangeliſts, as in that they were cotem- 

. poraries and preſent eye witneſſes of the facts; 
ſo we may fay of et ſucceeding hiſtorians of 
the Church, as the Apoſtles themfelves ſaid of 


_ the firſt, theſe are they which knew theſe thing, 
account of 


and Ivrote theſe things, and up 
+. theſe «terre kg of W e 
1 Wc e true. . 
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of the Chriſtian faith, are ſet down in Scripture, 


3 . Ra. oc r ee 


raculous acts not ſo much from the inſpiration 


waz 
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partner of the two great Apoſtles St. Paul and [ 


— 
. 
S 


M Trine Sund) 2 8 23 
"Let us then, as the Lord himſelf 3 his 


diſtracted people, let us and in the Ways, and 155 
| ſee and ask for the old paths, where is the good 

way, let us ask of thoſe antient Fathers \who. 
caſt it up with their own hands, and traced it 


out with their own. W for the direction <= 
of future generations, | 40 
Out of this ample liſt give me leave to make 
a brief citation only of two holy martyrs, the * 
one for the peculiar and level direction, the 
other for the plenitude of his Teſtimony: 
The firſt in order is Clemens the belived co- 


* as 
© ©% "W400 
OF 


St. Peter; one mentioned in the epiſtles of the 
former with great efteem, one who laid the other 
in his grave, and who ſucceeded him in his See 
and in his Martyrdom. This holy Martyr and 
Biſhop of Rome writes an admonitory Epiſtle 
to the Corznthians miſerably involved in an out. 
rageous Schiſm among and againſt their Biſhops | 
and Presbyters, even to the expulſion of the pe. 
ſons, and confounding the orders; he to parity. 

theſe diſtractions, traces to them the divine ori- 

ginal of their diſtinction in offices and in names. 


Our Apoſtles knowing by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


the Contention that would ariſe (d dwr@- 


„ cen, about the name of Epiſcopacy, and 1 
c they for this very cauſe 2 receiv d perfect 4 
n 


=} 1 Py 


77 knowledge, appointed the foreſaid n and 
Dave thereupon a deſign d order or lift of offi 

* As the Apoſtles receiv'd this command 
ol ordaining theſe different orders from the Lord 
by inſpiration, ſo this their companion receiydit 
from them by immediate tradition. As the evi. 
dence of theſe. paſſages confirm'd by many 
others, is ſtrangly appofite, ſo the authority of 
the epiſtle i is moſt authentick ; not ofa ſuſpected 
z and ſpurious fame like his forgd recognitions 
Zor Apoſtolical conſtitutions ; but of old read 
publickly in Churches As well a as celebrated by 
the Antients. - 

The other witneſs is the renownd Tenating, 
equal to the former in ſtation and martyrdom, 
but ſuperiour to him in his teſtimony ; one who 
_ aw the Apoſtle St. John, if not Chriſt himſelf 
in the fleſh, and who in imitation. of his Reve 
lations wrote epiſtles to ſeven Churches: in theſe 
he has fo diſtinguiſhed theſe three orders in ot- 
fice and in titles, ſo determind their ſubordinate 
powers, ſo exalted their miniſterial dignity ; that 
this evidence overbears all OP: 1 debarrs all 
evaſion. ; 


| Whether, this controverſy not ariſing, theſe 
deciſive epiſtles lay many ages in filence, or whe- 


ther, after it's riſe; they were providentially con- 


lous 


"ME cont 4 for the tryal of * Church; their miracu- 
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Jous publication 3 in the late age out of the de- 

ſtruckion of Barbariſm, was like the appearance 

of the roll found by Baruch among the ruins of 

the Temple: and the efforts of the adverſary to | 

ſuppreſs the authority of them, which ſo. me: L 

nefled their atom, ſucceeded no better 

than the irrational tranſports of Fehozakim, Who 

burnt the roll that threatned his deſtruction: 

fince it has produced a defence of their genuins 

authority by a Learned Prelate fraught with - M 

ſuch riches of ſupernumerary learning, as this 

unparallel'd piece ſtands now the glory of this 

National Church, the juſt envy of Foreign, and 

the eternal vindication of the Catholick, the 

Mother of them all. 

The Teſtimony of this fingle Father an glo- 

rious martyr is ſo compleat, ſo redoubled in 9 

every Epiſtle, that a citation of ſome parti. 

lars would be a ſeparation, of their ſtrength: it 1 

1s {0 compleat, that if the time would allow us 

to ſummon in Irenæus, Tertullian, Cyprian , 

Ambroſe , or even St. Jerome with all the Ec- 

cleſiaſtick writers in a long chain of ſucceſſion; 

ve might appeal to the ſatiated adverſary; ; What 

need have we of any further witneſs? 

Thoſe therefore who are not abandon d to the | # 

penal infatuation of an affected ſchiſm, or a far +: | 

Unable a I ſhall ps to the Epiſtles 
— themſelves 


26 * 

themſelves with that exhortation of St. Jay: 
{ He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear, what 

this Holy Martyr /aith unto the Churches. 


Now if the fingle writings of thoſe bleſſed 
Saints carry an unconteſted authority, the con. 


£ councils demand an univerſal ſubmiſſion, 
It has been an antient teſt in the Catholick 
| Wl Church, that any ordinance or uſage, whoſe 
inſtitution could not be traced in a general coun- 
bi eil, muſt be deriv'd from Apoſtolical appoint- 
ment; becauſe no decree or authentick a& les 
than of a general council, could extend to all 
Chriſtian Churches, but the Acts of the Apoſtles 
thoſe univerſal Patriarchs, to whom the whole 
g earth was but a dioceſe, and whoſe words went 
with authority unto the ends of the world. Now 
in no council either general or of an inferiour 
denomination, can we find the firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment of Epiſcopacy recorded, but the defence 
496 confirmation of it can we "find i in all. 
| The antient Canons, which wear the ſtamp if 
2 not of A poſtolical authority yet of great Anti 
vac. - quity, tvs caſt aſtrongenclofure about the Epi. 
ſcopal powers, without the leaſt mention of their 
inſtitution. In theſe venerable conſtitutions are 
ſeen the /andmarks ,: which however diſturbd 
and trodden down- by 5 the primitive 
ä a es have fer. 'v 2 * 
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ſtitutions of them when conven'd in general 
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When Collui hus a Ce ths of Alexandria pre- 


5 . 


on Trinity- Sunday 1708. 27 
ut in the conſtitutions of fucceeding cute 
cils the power of ordination is fo guarded from } | 


the invaſion of Presbyters, that the adminiſtra- 
tion of it was not indulg d to Rural Biſhops. 


ſum d to ordain, how. was this uſurpation cen- 
ſured in a general council, the act of ordination 
reſcinded, and thoſe titular Presbyters, diſrobed 
of their pretended orders, LING down with * 


riſion into the Laick form! 


But the juriſdictior of Biſhops ; has in all c coun- 
cils been 10 univerſally maintain ind, that in ſome 
the denyal of their power has been condeman'd 
as hereſy, and the dethroning their perſons has 
been declared Sacrilege. Their $7 — 5 in the 
Church has been confirm d by the decrees of the 
greateſt Emperours, recommended by their ſub- 
miſfive language, demonſtrated by their actual 
ſubjection. Neither enn it be conteſted with-\ 
out facrilege by the greateſt of diybles,, when! 
they behold the greateſt of Emperour 8 de-. meter 
bnd by a penance more ſavers Ka the 
Loxaly inflicted on King Uſa, when. like 


him he attempted: by violence. to approach the 


Altar nts 3 
And thoſe who diſguiſe the noyelty of their 
Schiſm under an antient Hereſy, who take Abrius 


"at branded heretick. for thew founder and pa- 
8 triarch; | 
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triarch; whilſtthey magnify his publick oppoh. 
tion to his Biſhop, do but remind us of his publick 
condemnation : whoſe ambitious and ſacrilegious 
. Conteſts againſt his Dioceſan, and whoſe opi. 
nions and puniſhment, are reſerv'd in Eccleſiaſti. 
cal records, like the cenſers of Corah and his 
company, thofe /inners againſt their own ſouls 
o be a memorial to the children'of Iſrael; that 
none that is not legally of the ſeed of Aaron come 

near to offer incenſe before the Lord, 
By this recollection of teſtimonies ( too pro- 
lixe for this place, but too narrow for this ſub- 
x&) it appears; that every Chriſtian Biſhop 
from the beginning of Chriſtianity to this day, 
hath been call'd of God as was Aaron: it ap- 
pears, that the'ordinance of the facred Hierar- 
chy was founded by our Saviour, planted in all 
regions by his Apoſtles, confirm d by holy Scri- 
pture, by Apoſtolical acts, by the immediate 
practice of the primitive Church, and by the 
univerfal practice of the ſucceeding Church, ra- 
tify d by the judgement of all ſacred Synods, 
JJ ( 10 Benth; 

By theſe unſhaken authorities is every Biſhop 
exalted above his brethren: and when he is ar. 
ray d in his holy ornaments, to all unprejudiced 
eyes his appearance among his inferiour clergy 
reſembles the ſu pererninence of Simon — 
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2 'whowhen he put on the robe of h P 
and was iclathed with the perfection of alory, 9 an. ; 

' when he went up to the ho h a altar, made the 
garment. of holineſs honourable : who ſtood as a 2 
cedar in Libanus, compaſſed about by all the „ 
_ of Aaron in their gory, before all the . 3 
gation of Iſrael. | | 

Having thus eftabliſh d the PE" DING we pro- 

ceed to make our deſtin'd r by direct 

ing our exhortations e 


1 ft To thoſe that oppoſe dr. renounce ; Epi 
ſcopacy. 1 
24). To thoſe who: maintain 'the Inftitu | 
tion. And fake r 


Fi 22 as to thoſe ** Dppole it. 


Now as we upbraid the unequal. choice * . 
Atheiſts, that if there be no life: to come, our 
errour paſſes away with the diſſolution of our 
being: but if there be a future ſtate, their miſtake 
ends in eternal condemnation :-ſo with fimili- 
tude of argument, tho not extent of conſe-  —- 
quences, we may forewarn our adverſaries, [if 
Epiſcopacy be not eſſentially a different form 
TAO Presbytery, if the powers veſted in Bi- = 
hops may be equally diffuſed to Presbyters, yet 'I 
We i upd. — ſecurity; _ „ 
IF + 1 88 mu . 


